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THE ALDRICH HOUSE PROJECT
by
Alison J. DARBY
(Under the Direction of Michael Scott Van Wagenen)
ABSTRACT
Built in 1886, the Aldrich House is one of the few buildings from the nineteenth century
still standing in Bulloch County, Georgia. Mrs. R. E. Aldrich donated the house to the Kiwanis
Club of Statesboro in 1975. The club moved the building from its original location on Harville
Road to the Ogeechee Fairgrounds to be part of the Heritage Village. The Aldrich House only
opens during the annual Kiwanis Ogeechee Fair in October; therefore, few members of the
public know about the site. In addition, the house did not have an online resource for people to
access. I developed a website to inform the public about the historical site as well as provide
resources for students and teachers. While developing the website I had an opportunity to work
with the Kiwanis Club during the Ogeechee Fair. I restaged three rooms and selected key
artifacts in order to portray the historical narrative of the Aldrich House. The experience gave me
insight into which age groups the Aldrich House appealed to. The goals of this project are to put
the Aldrich House within the context of Bulloch County history and to appeal to a larger
audience.
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BACKGROUND
The Aldrich House stands as one of the oldest buildings in Statesboro and holds much of
the community’s history. It was built in the traditional southeast style known as “dogtrot.” The
design of the dogtrot style allowed air to flow naturally through the home. Dogtrot houses were
usually one-story buildings with four rooms; two on each side of an open passage running
through the house. In a scientific study done on an 1840 home, scientists concluded that the
internal structure of dogtrot houses created passive ventilation which kept the house cool in the
summer. Dogtrot houses were not built on solid foundations. Instead, they were built on top of
piers or stilts. This design aided in ventilation. 1

Figure 1: Photograph of the exterior of the Aldrich House

Sheldon Ben Owens, The Dogtrot House Type in Georgia: A History and Evolution, Master's thesis, University of
Georgia, 2009 (Athens: University of Georgia, 2009), August 2009, accessed March 30, 2019,
https://getd.libs.uga.edu/pdfs/owens_sheldon_b_200908_mhp.pdf., 9,13.
1

1

The Aldrich House is one of the few dogtrot style houses preserved in Georgia. Most
dogtrot style houses were built in stages. The builders would construct a small single room cabin,
then they would construct another room across from the first room with enough space between
them to create a breezeway. The breezeway served as a communal space for the residents.
Families would use the space as “a sitting room in the hot summer, making music, singing, or
story telling for entertainment.” 2 Women would also host sewing circles in the halls of their
homes and, if the space was large enough, move their spinning wheels into the space. 3 The
family dog also preferred the cool hallway, hence the name “dogtrot.”4

Figure 2: Blueprint of a typical dogtrot style house
McCrone G. “Dock” Bland built the cabin in 1886. The family would possess the home
until 1947. Bland constructed the cabin using common components such as pine logs, a tin roof,
and sawn wood siding. After they married on January 9, 1893, McCrone and his first wife

Owens, 11, 10.
Ibid.
4
Maggie Burch, “What Is a Dogtrot House?” Southern Living, 2019, https://www.southernliving.com/home/dogtrot-house.
2
3
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Elizabeth Scott moved into the small cabin. 5 McCrone worked as a farmer on the property. 6
During their marriage, the couple had one son named Foy. Elizabeth Scott disappeared from the
historical record after the 1890s. It is unclear if she died or if they got a divorce. On December
12, 1900, Bland married Elizabeth Parrish and had one daughter named Naomi. 7 The family
moved out of the house in 1920 and moved to Brooklet, Georgia. 8 Bland retained ownership of
the house and leased it out to new tenants. When Bland died in 1935, the ownership of the house
went to his daughter Naomi Bland Mikell. She continued to lease out the home throughout the
1930s.
The Pendergrass family rented the home from the Blands during the 1930s. They were
the only African American family to live in the home. The head of the household, Monday
Pendergrass, worked at a local turpentine distillery as a laborer. Information about which
distillery employed Pendergrass is unknown. However, it is likely that he worked at E.C.
Carter’s still in Portal, Georgia, which operated from 1930-1960. Monday married Mattie Mae
Williams in 1924 at nineteen years of age. They lived in the house during the early years of their
marriage along with their three children. 9 They vacated the home and moved to Register where
Monday lived until his death in 1987

Georgia, Bulloch County, Georgia, Marriage Records From Select Counties, 1828-1978 [database on-line],
marriage license for M. G. Bland and Elizabeth Scott, pg. 38, Ancestry.com, (http://www.ancestry.com: accessed 30
March 2019.)
6
It is unclear whether Bland owned the land or if he was a tenant farmer.
7
Georgia, Bulloch County, Georgia, Marriage Records From Select Counties, 1828-1978 [database on-line],
marriage license for M. G. Bland and Elizabeth Parish, pg. 213, Ancestry.com, (http://www.ancestry.com: accessed
30 March 2019.)
8
1920 United States Federal Census, Bulloch County, Georgia, population schedule, ward 2732, enumeration district
(ED) 18, sheet 2b (handwritten, 0057 stamped), dwelling 34, family 37, W. Waters; digital image, Ancestry.com,
(http://www.ancestry.com: accessed 30 March 2019) citing NARA microfilm publication T625 roll 238.
9
1930 United States Federal Census, Bulloch County, Georgia, population schedule, militia district 45, enumeration
district (ED) 16-2, sheet 2a (handwritten, 0151 stamped), dwelling 26, family 27, J. Walter Holland; digital image,
Ancestry.com, (http://www.ancestry.com: accessed 30 March 2019) citing NARA microfilm publication T626 roll
2340076.
5
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In 1943, Naomi Bland Mikell died at age 40. The ownership of the home went to her
husband, Lee Roy Mikell. He continued to lease the house to other tenants before selling the
home to Monroe Aldrich in 1947. Monroe and his wife R. E., farmed tobacco on the Mikell
property, where they rented the cabin for a year before buying it. They moved into the house
with their six children in 1947. By 1952, Mrs. Aldrich gave birth to three more children while
living in the house. Though large families were not unheard of at the time, the log cabin was too
small for their growing family. In 1952, Monroe Aldrich made the decision to move his wife and
young children to a larger home. Only six years after leaving their old home, Monroe suffered a
heart attack and died. After his death, Mrs. Aldrich assumed the role of the primary breadwinner
for the family. She paid off the mortgages, managed a farm, and raised nine children by herself.
During the 1960s, Mrs. Aldrich leased the house to make more money to pay for her children’s
education. Once they reached adulthood, Mrs. Aldrich donated the house to the Kiwanis club in
1976. In exchange the members of the club built the Aldrich family a new barn. 10
OVERVIEW
The club wanted the house as part of the Heritage Village at the Ogeechee Fairgrounds.
Each year in October the Kiwanis Club opens the house for seven days to the public as part of
the Kiwanis Ogeechee Fair. Over 1,500 guests visit the house during the fair. The history of the
house remained unresearched for over forty years. Connie Saunders and Charlotte Edwards, the
directors of the Aldrich House asked me to work with them to develop a historical narrative and
a website about the Aldrich House for middle-school teachers and students to use. In addition, I
reinterpreted the rooms of the home and stored artifacts which did not fit into the history of the
home.

10

Holli Deal Roach, “Aldrich House Holds Memories”, The Statesboro Herald, October 10, 2002.
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For the historical narrative, I selected and researched three families who lived in the
house from 1886-1952. I chose to focus on the Bland, Pendergrass, and Aldrich families. I
selected these families because they provided unique perspective of Bulloch County history. I
connected each family with a specific era and linked them with local historical events. The Bland
family represents the era of Reconstruction and the New South; the Pendergrass family is linked
to the Great Depression; and finally, the Aldrich family represents the post-war period. I
researched historical national and local events via newspapers and academic articles. I organized
the information I collected and developed an educational website,
TheKiwanisAldrichHouse.com. 11 I contacted the principals and social studies teachers of South
East Bulloch Middle School, Portal Middle High School, William James Middle School, and
Langston Chapel Middle School to let them know about the website.
The Aldrich House website is designed to help teachers and students learn about local
and state history. It includes a historical timeline that puts local events within the context of
national history. I also included pedigree charts of the families so students could link the events
on the timeline to the people who lived in the house. I also wrote lesson plans for middle
school. 12
In addition to developing a website, I led tours of the house during the Kiwanis Ogeechee
Fair in October 2018. The tours gave me insight into what the audience wanted to see and learn
about the house. The majority of the visitors were older couples or families with young children.
Teenagers and college-age students did not engage as much. Often, they left the house without
touring the rooms. To encourage students to participate, I constructed a guide for future docents

11
12

See Appendix D.
See Appendix A.
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to lead tours. 13 I wrote an interpretive plan to outline the goals for the house as well as
present the current staging of the home. 14 I began the initial stages of cataloguing the various
objects of the house. The interpretive plan will act as an outline to help any future students who
wish to research and contribute to the historic interpretation of the Aldrich House.

CONTRIBUTION TO THE FIELD
House museums such as the Aldrich House help the public find a “sense of place.”
According to author David Glassberg, “the longer we live in a place, the more likely we are to
associate local environmental features with memories of our significant life experiences
involving family and friends....Through conversations among family and friends about past local
characters, about the weather, about work, we transform our ordinary environments into storied
places.” 15 Historic places allow the public to understand their connection to the past.
Recently, the relevancy of house museums has been called into question by public
historians. In 2002, Richard Moe, who was president of the National Trust for Historic
Preservation (NTHP), asked the question “Are there too many house museums?”

16

According to

a 2013 study, there are an estimated total of 13,000 house museums in the United States. Most
are underfunded and do not have a full-time historian interpreting the homes to keep them
relevant. 17 However, if properly maintained, house museums can become popular historical sites.
For example, the Owens-Thomas House and Slave Quarters, located in Savannah,
Georgia, recently underwent renovations to restore the basement of the home and the slave
See Appendix B.
See Appendix E.
15
David Glassberg, Sense of History: The Place of the Past in American Life (Amherst: University of Massachusetts
Press, 2001)19.
16
Andrea Burns, "Resource or Burden? Historic House Museums Confront the 21st Century.," National Council on
Public History: History at Work, January 13, 2015, accessed March 31, 2019, https://ncph.org/history-atwork/resource-or-burden/.
17
Ibid.
13
14
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quarters. With the renovations, resident historians reinterpreted the history of the house to focus
not only on the white landowners, but also on the people they enslaved. The new tours guide
visitors through the daily lives of the enslaved people who worked at the house. This
reinterpretation depicts how slaves and their owners interacted and what hardships an enslaved
person would encounter living in the city. By presenting the history of an overlooked group of
people, the Owens-Thomas House and Slave Quarters are appealing to a larger and more diverse
audience. The historical reinterpretation of the Aldrich House also focuses on ignored minority
groups. The owners and tenants of the home were farmers and laborers who suffered from
poverty. McCrone G. Bland worked as a farmer before becoming a deliveryman; Monday
Pendergrass, worked as a laborer at a turpentine still; and Monroe Aldrich was a tenant farmer
for the Mikell family. Their stories are often ignored because they do not fit in with the popular
national historical narrative that idolizes powerful public figures and overlooks the daily
struggles of the lower classes.
Dogtrot style houses were popular among lower class families because they were easy to
build, and rooms could be added on later. Though dogtrot style houses are found throughout
Georgia, few are recognized as historic places worthy of preservation. Local historical societies
or clubs sometimes protect these houses and incorporate them into community events. For
example, the Etowah Valley Historical Society of Cartersville, Georgia, took initiative to
preserve the Vaughn Log Cabin located at Red Top Mountain State Park. 18 The cabin dates back
to the mid-nineteenth century and is built in the dogtrot style like the Aldrich House. The
organization saved the home from further damage and incorporated it into the historical narrative
of the park. Unfortunately, online information about the Vaughn Log Cabin’s history is limited
Marie Nesmith, “Vaughan's Legacy Endures at Red Top,” Daily Tribune News, January 7,
2019, http://www.daily-tribune.com/stories/vaughans-legacy-endures-at-red-top,21020.
18
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and the house is only open for special events. Like the Vaughn Log Cabin, the Aldrich House is
only open during local events. However, I developed an online resource for visitors of the house
to use if they want to learn more about the house and its connection to Bulloch County and
national history.
PROCESS
During the fall 2018 semester, I completed a 150-hour graduate internship at the Aldrich
House to begin work on the website and general staging of the house. I began my project by
meeting with Georgia Southern Museum Director Dr. Brent Tharp, Dr. Michael Van Wagenen,
Ms. Connie Saunders and Ms. Charlotte Edwards at the Aldrich House to evaluate its historical
relevance and to discuss what the Kiwanis Club and my professors expected of me to complete
the project. After receiving the authorization to work on the house, I began my research.
In the initial stage, I conducted research concerning the families who lived in the house.
Ms. Saunders and Ms. Edwards provided me with basic information about the families, such as
names and dates. I narrowed my research down to three families; the Bland family, the
Pendergrass family, and Aldrich family. The primary resources about the families for instance
documented family histories, letters, or diaries are nonexistent. Most of the information about the
families came from census records and other vital records namely marriage and death certificates
found on Ancestry.com.
I used secondary resources such as journal articles, books, and newspapers to uncover
local and national events during the late nineteenth century to the early twentieth century. I took
the information I gathered about the history of the families and the history of Bulloch County
and developed a website named TheKiwanisAldrichHouse.com, under the guidance of Ms.
Saunders and Ms. Edwards. The website includes a timeline of the history of the Aldrich house
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and the families. The timeline marks the births of different family members and connects their
lives to significant events in Bulloch County and the nation. I wanted to make national events
such as the Great Depression more relatable to a public audience. Other pages on
TheKiwanisAldrichHouse.com, explore the various diseases that were prevalent in Georgia and
the diverse cash crops produced in Bulloch County. I also wrote a page, which discussed the
genealogy of the families and their connection to the county’s history.
The family page includes pedigree charts for the different heads of the families. Monday
Pendergrass’s chart challenged me the most. His matrilineal line was well documented up to his
grandmother, but records about his father’s family are scant. I did find out that his father Coakley
Pendergrass came from South Carolina, then moved south to Bulloch County in the 1890s. 19
Most African-American family records do not exist before 1870 because their last names could
have been changed or their names were not recorded in the 1860 U.S. Federal Census Slave
Schedules. I included a reference to an article by the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS), which
explains how to research slave ancestors. 20
The Bland family was part of the economic renewal of Georgia after the Civil War. The
cultivation of crops prevailed as the main source of income for those living in Bulloch County
during the late nineteenth century. In 1893, the Dover-Statesboro railway linked the community
to the Central of Georgia Railway which connected Statesboro to cities such as Savannah and
Augusta, Georgia.

19
1900 United States Federal Census, Bulloch County, Georgia, population schedule, militia district 1547,
enumeration district (ED) 0098, sheet 9 (handwritten, 209 stamped), dwelling 155, family 158, Joseph J. Womack;
digital image, Ancestry.com, (http://www.ancestry.com: accessed 30 March 2019) citing NARA microfilm
publication T623 roll 1854.
20
Kenyatta D. Berry, "Genealogy Tips: Slave Ancestral Research," PBS, 2016, accessed April 02, 2019,
http://www.pbs.org/genealogy-roadshow/genealogy-tips/slave-research/.
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The new railway allowed farmers to transport their crops to bigger markets. 21 Sea Island Cotton
emerged as the cash crop in Bulloch County and farmers in Statesboro led the world in its
cultivation. 22 Though farmers helped develop the economy of Georgia, most small farm owners
such as McCrone G. Bland remained impoverished. 23 Through the research presented, I hope to
accurately convey to the public the importance of owners of small farms, like Bland and their
connection to local history.
Researching the Pendergrass family presented may obstacles. The only black family to
live in the cabin, they lived there during the first years of the Great Depression. In the 1930
census documents Monday Pendergrass, the head of the family is listed as a laborer at a local
turpentine distillery. The record omits the name of the distillery, but it is most likely that
Pendergrass worked at E.C. Carter’s distillery in Portal. By working at a distillery, Pendergrass
received a steady paycheck during the Great Depression. While farmers struggled to produce
enough crops to take to market and to feed their families, the turpentine industry remained stable.
From the late 1890s to the mid-1940s, Georgia led the world in the production of turpentine. 24
After the 1930s, records about Pendergrass become scarce. According to the death record of
Pendergrass’s son, Leroy, the family relocated to Register, Georgia. 25 The Pendergrass family’s
history is important because they are the only African-American family to live in the Aldrich
House. In addition, Monday was one of the few African-American men to hold a steady job in

Delma E. Presely, “Statesboro,” New Georgia Encyclopedia, January 2, 2019, accessed April 1, 2019,
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/counties-cities-neighborhoods/statesboro.
22
Ibid.
23
F. N. Boney, "Poor Whites," New Georgia Encyclopedia, May 16, 2016, accessed April 01, 2019,
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/history-archaeology/poor-whites.
24
Buddy Sullivan, "Naval Stores Industry," New Georgia Encyclopedia, June 8, 2017, accessed April 01, 2019,
https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/business-economy/naval-stores-industry.
25
Bulloch County, Georgia. Death certificate no. 279 (1940), Leroy Pendergrass; Georgia Department of Health and
Vital Statistics, Atlanta, Georgia.
21
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Bulloch County during a time when the nation suffered a critical economic downturn and
African-Americans were treated as second-class citizens.
The Aldrich family’s relationship to the Kiwanis Club made researching their history
easier. Monroe Aldrich bought the house from Lee Roy Mikell in 1947 after renting it for a year.
Aldrich, an impoverished farmer, worked for the Mikell family planting and harvesting tobacco.
Though they worked for the Mikell family, they were not tenant farmers nor were they
sharecroppers. Unlike tenant farmers and sharecroppers, the Aldrich family owned their home
and had autonomy. Monroe, his wife R. E., and their six children all worked in the fields. 26
Despite being in the lower economic class, the Aldrich children attended high school and
college. The history of the Aldrich family represents the overlooked stories of the poor farmers
in Bulloch County during the mid-twentieth century.
After developing TheKiwanisAldrichHouse.com, I wrote an eighth-grade lesson plan
which covers the Reconstruction and New South era of Georgia history. The lesson plan follows
the Georgia Standards of Excellence (GSE). The GSE is a framework for educators to implement
in their classes to help students develop their literary and critical thinking skills for college. The
plan I developed asks students to explore TheKiwanisAldrichHouse.com and answer the
questions provided. Students are required to understand and explain the prevalence of disease in
the South, the importance of agriculture, and the differences between sharecropping and tenant
farmers. The standards the lesson includes are SS8H6 and SS8H7. The standard SS8H6 states
that “The students will give examples of goods and services produced during the Reconstruction
Era, including the use of sharecropping and tenant farming,” and the SS8H7 standard notes that
students will be able to “evaluate key political, social, and economic changes that occurred in
Holli Deal Saxon, “Home Away from Home: Aldrich Log House Anchors Kiwanis Fair Exhibits,” The Statesboro
Herald, Oct. 19, 2010, accessed April 2, 2019, https://www.statesboroherald.com/local/home-away-from-home/.

26
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Georgia during the New South Era.”27 The lesson plan allows teachers to introduce the Aldrich
House to students before they visit the site during the fair. The Ogeechee Kiwanis Fair always
captures the attention of all students, often to the point of distraction. By adding the Aldrich
House into the curriculum, educators will be able to teach the history of Georgia while keeping
the attention of their students.
During the Kiwanis Ogeechee Fair, I conducted small tours of the house. The experience
allowed me to discover our primary audience and what they wanted to learn about the home.
Most were curious about the construction of the cabin and the Aldrich family. Some issues I
encountered were that there were no clear guidelines as to how to conduct tours or interact with
audiences. To rectify this issue, I wrote a guide for future docents. 28 The guide covers the history
of the dogtrot style house and the three families. I also included instructions on the proper
protocol when helping visitors with disabilities.
On March 28, 2019, I presented my research to the members of the Kiwanis Club at their
weekly meeting. The club expressed to me their interest in the house after the presentation. Many
of the members recalled growing up in dogtrot style houses similar to the Aldrich House. It is
clear that the house evokes a sense of nostalgia for older generations.
Finally, I wrote an interpretive plan for the interior of the house. 29 I covered what the
Kiwanis Club wished to do with the Aldrich House and what has yet to be done. It includes
photographs of the current staging of the home and the plans for interpretations of the rooms. I
staged the rooms in accordance to the plan. The overarching goals of the interpretation are to
promote public discussion about the house as well as entertain and educate visitors. To promote
Richard Woods, Social Studies K-12 Georgia Standards, PDF, Atlanta: Georgia Department of Education, June 9,
2016, pp. 60, https://www.georgiastandards.org/Georgia-Standards/Documents/Social-Studies-K-12-GeorgiaStandards.pdf.
28
See Appendix B.
29
See Appendix E.
27
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the house, I created brochures to be displayed and disseminated by local businesses and the
Statesboro Convention and Visitors Bureau. 30
ANALYSIS
During this project, I encountered many challenges due to the multiple elements involved
in developing the website and creating a cohesive historical narrative with limited resources.
Researching the families and accumulating relevant information took a surprising amount of time
over the course of the semesters. I often switched between the different elements, shifting my
efforts to finish the website to working on the interpretive plan. This took a significant amount of
time, and I soon learned that it was better to focus on one aspect of my project at a time.
One of the biggest strengths of this project is the website. To the best of my knowledge,
no other house built in the dogtrot style in Georgia has an online resource for the public to use. In
addition, the annual subscription for the domain name is inexpensive so the Kiwanis Club can
save money to continue renovations of the house. The website is easy to use and provides
numerous references and resources for students and teachers to access. The lesson plans included
on the site will help teachers educate students about local history and how national events
affected Bulloch County. Students will be able to understand that history does not exist in a
vacuum. Historical events affected everyone from the president to the average farmer. The site
will also endorse the Kiwanis Club and its efforts to preserve and promote their goal to educate
and entertain visitors.
The project also allows future graduate students to continue to develop the website as
well as the history of the house. I only researched three tenants of the home, focusing primarily
on the Bland and Aldrich families. The Pendergrass family was difficult to research because of
their socio-economic background. However, new resources are being published online daily so a
30

See Appendix F.
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future student can continue that research. They can also continue cataloging and researching the
numerous artifacts in the collection. In addition, the committee wants the Georgia Historical
Society to acknowledge the Aldrich House as a historical site. If they go forward with this plan,
they will need a graduate student to aid them in meeting the standards set by the Georgia
Historical Society.
A weakness with the project is that the Kiwanis club could decide to take down the
website. Those in charge of the house have a budget of $1000 by the Kiwanis Club leaders. The
charge for the upkeep of the website is $20 per month ($240 per year). The leaders can choose to
make budget cuts, which could end the website. In addition, without monthly upkeep the site will
quickly lose its relevance. It would be beneficial for Ms. Saunders and Ms. Edwards to employ a
student or graduate assistant to keep the website up to date.
CONCLUSION
The Aldrich House is representative of overlooked national and local history. The
website will promote the Aldrich House and provide educational resources for teachers. The
lesson plans will provide students with a connection to Bulloch County history on a local and
national scale. Since the lesson plan follows the Georgia Standards of Excellence, it allows
teachers to incorporate the history at the annual Kiwanis Ogeechee Fair into their classes. This in
turn, will support the fair by encouraging students to visit the house.
The new staging and interpretation create a new venue for visitors to understand the
history of Bulloch County. In addition, they will learn about the many artifacts in the home and
gain insight into the daily lives of the native agriculturalists. Visitors enjoy learning about the
members of the different families because they can relate to them on a personal level. The
individual connection helps visitors empathize with the family members and understand

14

historical events that affected the families. The Aldrich House will become a notable historical
site in Bulloch County through the dissemination of information through the classroom and the
website.
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APPENDIX A: 8TH GRADE LESSON PLAN

8th Grade Social Studies

Course/Subject: Georgia Studies

Topic: Reconstruction and New South
Length: 1hr.
Georgia Performance Standards
SS8H6: The students will give examples of goods and services produced during the
Reconstruction Era, including the use of sharecropping and tenant farming.
SS8H7: Evaluate key political, social, and economic changes that occurred in Georgia during the
New South Era
L6-8RH2: Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary source; provide
an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior knowledge or opinions
L6-8RH4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including
vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies.
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Vocabulary
Tenant Farming
Sharecropping
Boll weevil
Sea Island Cotton
Tobacco
Peanuts
Drought

Learning Objectives
● Be able to discuss the
challenges tenant farmers
faced
● Differentiate between
sharecropping and tenant
farming
● Know the importance of
cash crops
● Know how to use online
sources to find information

Essential Questions:
What is the difference between tenant farming and sharecropping?
What were some of the challenges farmers faced in the late nineteenth century? (i.e.
illness, poverty, drought, etc.)
How did the boll weevil infestation change Coastal Georgia’s agriculture?

19

What were the primary cash crops in Georgia? Why were they significant?
Instructions
1. Using the Aldrich House website, answer the questions related to the topic. Answer all
questions using complete sentences and copy and paste the entire web address of where
you found the answer.
2. Fill in the Venn Diagram provided that compares and contrasts tenant farmers and
sharecroppers.
Summarizing/Assessment
● Class discussion of answers
● Answer questions using the Aldrich House website and the links provided on the
References page
Research Questions
1. What diseases were prevalent in rural Georgia?
2. Why was hookworm considered “the germ of laziness?”
3. What were the main cash crops in the late nineteenth and early twentieth century?
4. What was Bulloch County’s main cash crop?
5. Which city in 1908 in Georgia led the world in cotton production?
6. When was the drought in Georgia and how did it affect agriculture?
7. How did the boll weevil impact agriculture in Bulloch County?
8. What was the importance of tobacco in Bulloch County?
9. Was tenant farming more lucrative than sharecropping?
10. Using the Venn diagram provided, compare and contrast tenant farmers and
sharecroppers.
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TENANT FARMERS

SHARECROPPERS
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APPENDIX B: DOCENT SCRIPT

The Kiwanis Club Aldrich House Docent Guidebook and Script
A Tale of Three Families

Alison J. Darby
2019
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Before you get started…
Welcome to the Aldrich House! Thank you for volunteering to tell the history and stories
of the house and the people who lived there.
The guidebook covers the kinds of people you may encounter as well as tips for meeting
the needs of different visitors. The guide also includes a script for docents to follow as the lead
tours.
International Visitors
The Kiwanis Club Ogeechee Fair hosts a wide variety of visitors. Many international
visitors of the house are students from Georgia Southern University. As a volunteer, you want to
make everyone’s visit enjoyable and assisting international visitors is a new experience for
many.
The following tips on greeting and interacting with international visitors are very general.
Social customs are too diverse for a concise list. However, this guide will avoid
misunderstandings.
● Avoid slang or jargon. Local residents will understand the terms “y’all” or “ain’t” but
jargon words are difficult for a non-fluent visitor to understand and may be
misunderstood or give offense.
● Do not immediately write off a person's behavior as rude or insulting. An innocent
remark on your part can just as easily be misinterpreted.
● Americans are often taught to make direct eye contact with a person they are conversing
with. This type of eye contact may make individuals from some cultures feel
uncomfortable or threatened. Therefore, do not assume that a visitor is rude if eye contact
is avoided.
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● Remember to use greetings such as “Good morning/afternoon/evening” and “Good-bye”.
These phrases are more appropriate than “hi” and “bye.” Also use terms such as “Please,”
“You are welcome” and “Thank You.”
● Minimize hand gestures. Pointing one finger at an object or person can be considered and
insult in some cultures. The following gestures may be considered rude or inconsiderate:
Hand up, palm down, fingers spread or pointing with one finger. If you must gesture to
something, try to point by using the full hand, palm up.
● People of some cultures enjoy a good discussion and very often get very animated and
excited. Do not feel insulted if you find yourself being interrupted. Instead, answer their
questions patiently. 31

National Multicultural Western Heritage Museum, Volunteer & Docent Training Manual, PDF, Fort Worth:
National Multicultural Western Heritage Museum, 2009, pp. 13.
31
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Assisting People with Disabilities
Leading a tour with a disabled person or persons can be daunting to a new docent.
However, simple alterations can fix any accessibility issues.
● Address the person directly. Do not use a third party, unless it is necessary.
● Be considerate and pay attention to what they are saying. For some it may take time for
some visitors to say or do things.
● Make note of what aids they use (hearing aid, guide dog, cane, wheelchair, etc.). Keep
this in mind when guiding them through the house.
● If a guest seems to be struggling to navigate through the house, offer your assistance.
● A wheelchair is part of a person’s personal space. Do not handle a person’s wheelchair
without their consent.
● Do not raise your voice to someone who is hearing impaired. Use a normal tone when
speaking.
For more information, consult Interpretation for Disabled Visitors in the National Park
System by David C. Park, Wendy M. Ross, and W. Kay Ellis
(http://npshistory.com/publications/habs-haer-hals/disabled-visitor-accommodation.pdf).
Tips for Docents
● Each docent should take the time at the beginning of each tour to introduce themselves.
Then ask the group to tell about themselves, how they learned about the Aldrich House
and why they were interested in visiting the house.
● Don’t try to cover the entire house in your “blurb” – pick out several points to highlight
each room. You do not have to be an authority on the entire history of the house. It is
alright admit to a guest that you do not know the answer to a specific question. Docents
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should feel comfortable learning how to say, “I don’t have that answer but I imagine that
you can find it on our website.”
● PLEASE DO NOT GET INTO A DEBATE WITH A VISITOR! Sometimes a visitor
may contradict you or challenge the information that you present. Be calm and courteous
but do not engage. Instead, say “That’s something we will have to look into” and tactfully
continue the tour. You are at the house to guide not confront.
● Remember to be Flexible. Some adults may wander away from the tour, while other may
join the tour later.
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Docent Script:
Begin in the front yard of the house. You will meet your group, introduce yourself, and welcome
them to the building.
Welcome
Welcome to the Aldrich House! Hello, my name is _________ and I will be your docent
today. There are a few things you need to remember while in the house:
1. Please no food or drink inside the house.
2.

Enjoy the house but please do not take any pictures while inside the museum exhibit
galleries. The bright light from flash photography is harmful to sensitive papers and
fabrics.

3. Please walk carefully around the house and stay behind the guard ropes.
4.

No roughhousing, pushing, shoving, climbing or throwing of any objects. Remember,
“hands at the sides and look with your eyes.” *

5.

Be curious! Please ask a lot of questions.

*Note to Docents: Chaperones or group leaders are responsible for keeping their group together
and maintaining order.
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Introduction
Before we go into the house, let me tell you some things
about the layout of the house. The Aldrich House was originally

FUN FACTS

located on Harville Road, two miles from its present site. The
materials used to build the house included common components
such as pine logs, sawn wood siding, and tin for the roof. You will
notice when we go into the home, that the first two rooms do not
have wooden ceilings. It is unclear whether the rooms were built
that way on purpose or if the ceilings were removed on purpose.
The back two rooms still maintain basic shed-roof ceilings. Above
the back rooms is a small attic that acted as a sleeping loft for the
children of the families.

The house underwent
renovations in 2017. The
original roof was
replaced, and the back
porch was remodeled.
The interior of the house
has remained unchanged
for the past 133 years.
The blue shutters come
from the old Oliff
homestead on the
Bulloch-Evans County
line.

The house is built in the traditional “dogtrot” or “shot-gun”
style. Dogtrot houses are usually one-story buildings with four
rooms; two on each side of an open passage running through the
house. The design of the house let air flow through the home which
kept it cool during the summer months. During the winter, the
windows and doors would be shut and fires in the stove and
fireplace would be lit to heat the house. The Aldrich House is one of
the few dogtrot style houses which maintains the original layout and
does not employ electrical air conditioning or heating.
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Now as we move through the house, I will tell you more about the Aldrich family and
their predecessors.
Guide the group up the stairs and into the house. If you have a large group, it is best to walk to
the back of the hall and direct the tour from there.
Notable artifacts
Spinning Wheel and weasel circa 1850-1890
This spinning wheel is known as a “Great Wheel.” This type of spinning wheel was
invented in the fourteenth century and remained in popular use until the late nineteenth century.
The spinner would take cotton or woolen fibers and twist them around the spindle while the
wheel turned it. The women of the family living 1in dogtrot style houses would use their
spinning wheels in the hallway because it was the coolest part of the home.
After the wool is spun, the spinners transfer it to a bobbin called a “weasel.” The weasel
could be set to hold a certain length of yarn. Once the set amount was met, the yarn could be
popped off the weasel. The process of spinning yarn was immortalized in the song “Pop Goes the
Weasel.”
References
Churchman, Deborah. "It's 'Pop Goes the Weasel' for Old-Style Spinners." The Washington
Post(Washington D. C.), June 25, 1981. 2019. Accessed April 3, 2019.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/archive/local/1981/06/25/its-pop-goes-the-weasel-forold-style-spinners/24e6cc6c-a2bb-4143-a5987a63d16fbdcb/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.74c41f07201d.
Owens, Sheldon Ben. 2009. The Dogtrot House Type in Georgia: A History and Evolution.
Master's thesis, University of Georgia, 2009. Athens: University of Georgia, 2009. I-89.
August 2009. Accessed March 30, 2019.
https://getd.libs.uga.edu/pdfs/owens_sheldon_b_200908_mhp.pdf. PP. 10.
Turner, Katy. The Legacy of the Great Wheel: Myths, History, and Traditions, With Practical
Lessons. Mountain View, Mo.: Select Books, 1980.
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The Bland Family (1880-1900)
After your group has entered the house, direct their attention to

FUN FACTS

the bedroom, also known as the Bland Room.
McCrone G. Bland was born in Bulloch County on July
11, 1866. He was one out of ten children born to James and
Rebecca Bland. McCrone built the house in 1886 when he was
20 years old. We believe that Bland worked as a farmer during
the late nineteenth century before becoming a deliveryman in
Brooklet.
On January 11, 1893, McCrone married Elisabeth
Scott. In October of that year, the couple welcomed their son
Foy into the world. After Foy's birth, Elizabeth Scott Bland
disappeared from the historical record. It is unclear whether
they divorced or if she died. However, we do know that on
December 12, 1900, McCrone married his second wife,
Elisabeth Parrish. The union would produce one daughter,
Naomi Bland.

The artifacts in the home
were donated by
members of the Kiwanis
Club.
The oldest artifact in the
living room is the
spinning wheel. It dates
to the mid-1800s.
The 1920 census
described McCrone’s job
as “general draying”. A
dray is a cart used to
deliver heavy loads.
Unfortunately, we do not
know the exact cargo
McCrone transported; but
it was most likely cotton
or farm equipment.
Foy would go on to serve
his country in World War
I as part of the 34th
Company 157 Depot
Brigade at Camp Gordon.
Naomi died of an
aneurism in 1943.
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By the turn of the century, McCrone and his family moved to Brooklet. He would
maintain ownership of this house and rent it out. After McCrone died in 1930, the house went to
his daughter. Naomi would retain ownership until her death in 1943. Her husband, Leroy
Mikell*, sold the house to Monroe Aldrich in 1947.
* The name is pronounced as “Michael”

Notable artifacts
Baby walker circa 1860-1900
The baby walker in the room dates back to the nineteenth century. This walker was one
of the first one to include the seat for the baby to bounce in. The wide base kept the infant from
getting too close to ovens and stopped them from going through doorways.
References
Kovel, Ralph, and Terry Kovel. "19th Century Baby Walkers Are Ingenious." Chicago Tribune,
June 2, 1995. Accessed April 3, 2019. https://www.chicagotribune.com/news/ct-xpm1995-06-02-9506020349-story.html.
Hope Chest circa 1860-1900
Hope chests date back to the middle ages in Europe. Young women in the middle and
lower classes would collect or make linens, clothing, wedding dresses, and other keepsakes to
bring with her to furnish her new home. Some of the items would be passed down to the bride’s
daughters and granddaughters. The chests are caused “hope chests” because of the bride’s hope
of a happy marriage (Kovel).
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The textiles made by the bride were the most valuable things a young girl owned. They
would be taken out and used. The chest was then filled with “family records, jewelry, specialoccasion clothes or other items that should be stored (Kovel).”
References
Kovel, Ralph, and Terry Kovel. "Hope Chest Has Different Purpose." Los Angeles Times, 1999.
December 25, 1999. Accessed April 28, 2019. https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm1999-dec-25-hm-47295-story.html.
Otto, Herbert A., and Robert B. Andersen. "The Hope Chest and Dowry: American Custom?"
The Family Life Coordinator 16, no. 1/2 (1967): 15-19. doi:10.2307/581576.
Baby cot circa 1850-1890
The baby cot comes from the mid to late nineteenth century. During this period, furniture
and other products were being mass-produced on a national scale. Metal cribs became popular
preference because insects could not destroy metal. The paint used on the crib often contained
lead, which could poison the child. Poorer parents often could not afford to build a nursery for
their baby, so most infants slept in their parents’ room until they reached adolescence. (Home
Things Past).
During the late nineteenth century, children were allowed more freedom to enjoy their
childhoods. As more adults began to understand the importance of education, the number of
children attending primary school increased. However, farmers still expected their children to
help tend livestock and plant crops (Abramovitz, 45).
References
Abramovitz, Robert. “Parenthood in America.” Journal of Clinical Child Psychology 5, no. 3
(Winter 1976): 43. https://search-ebscohostcom.libez.lib.georgiasouthern.edu/login.aspx?direct=true&db=edb&AN=6386500.
“Victorian Nursery Furniture." Home Things Past. 2013. Accessed April 3, 2019.
http://www.homethingspast.com/victorian-nursery-furniture/.
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The Pendergrass Family 1920-1930
Direct the audience’s attention to the dining room aka the

FUN FACTS

Pendergrass Room.
The Pendergrass family is one of the many tenants who
rented the house from McCrone Bland. They resided here from
1920-1930. The Pendergrass family is unique in that they were
the only recorded African American residents and were not
farmers. Instead, the head of the family, Monday Pendergrass
worked at a local turpentine distillery.
Working for a turpentine distillery was considered a

Herty’s parents were part
of the first generation to
be born after the
emancipation and
prohibition of slavery.
The names of Monday’s
paternal grandparents are
unknown. We believe that
they were enslaved by
someone in South
Carolina.

lucrative agricultural career in Bulloch County. Laborers
received a steady paycheck and did not have to worry about
growing crops. Bulloch County resident Charles Herty
discovered a more efficient way of harvesting turpentine.
Instead of cutting directly into the tree, pieces of folded metal
were hammered in to the pine tree to allow the sap to flow into
a cup. The new system helped preserve Georgia’s forests and
collect a greater yield of pine resin. The cups Herty designed to
collect sap are known as “Herty Cups.
Monday lived at the house with his wife Mattie Mae
and their three children. He would later move to Tattnall
County where he would remain until his death in 1987.
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Notable artifacts
Barrel Butter Churn circa 1890s-1910s
Three types of churns: the dash churn, the barrel churn, and the paddle churn. Dash churn
is the most basic: stick and barrel/container. Barrel churn could produce 1-2 gallons of butter. A
crank rotated the barrel to churn the milk into butter. The butter was then sold to other local
families by the women of the house. Women were in charge of churning butter for their house
hold. Any surplus butter would be sold or exchanged for goods. By exchanging butter for
goods, families were able to save money during the Great Depression (Jensen, 104).
Reference
Frey, Jojo. “A Short History of Butter Making.” Churncraft. May 19, 2014.
https://churncraft.com/blogs/the-churncraft-journal/a-short-history-of-butter-making.
Jensen, Joan M., and Mary Johnson. "What's in a Butter Churn? Objects and Women's Oral
History." Frontiers: A Journal of Women Studies 7, no. 1 (1983): 103-08.
doi:10.2307/3345974.
Ladder-back Hide seat chairs and corn husk chairs circa 1840-1900
African American slaves traditionally made ladder-back hide seat chairs. The craft was
passed down through generations and many handmade chairs survive to this day. The chairs
were easy and inexpensive to make. Therefore, during the Great Depression, poorer families, like
the Pendergrass family, would often opt to make their own chairs rather than buy them from a
catalogue or hire a carpenter to build them. The makers used corn husks and hides because they
were easy to obtain. The corn shucks were twisted into thin ropes then woven together to create a
seat; while hides were stretched over the base of the chair and tied off (Heck).
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References
Heck, Terri. “Making Chair Seats from Corn Shucks: Irene Haymes Keeps Alive an Old Craft.”
Bittersweet 9, no. 1 (Fall 1981). Accessed, 17 March 2019.
https://thelibrary.org/lochist/periodicals/bittersweet/fa81e.htm.
Callahan, Ashley. "Decorative Arts." New Georgia Encyclopedia. 23 July 2018. Web. Accessed,
17 March 2019.https://www.georgiaencyclopedia.org/articles/arts-culture/decorative-arts.
Chairs were handmade. The corn shucks were twisted into thin ropes then woven together
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The Aldrich Family 1947-1952
Direct the audience’s attention to the living room, aka the

FUN FACTS

Aldrich room.
Monroe Aldrich bought the house from Leroy Mikell in
1947. He and his wife R. E. Aldrich moved into the house with
their six children. Show photographs of the family hanging on
the wall in the hall.
From 1947-1952, R.E. Aldrich would give birth to three
children in this house. The babies would sleep in the same
room as the parents while the other children slept in the
hallway or in the loft. Their main source of income was
through farming. After school, the children would help their

At one point the Aldrich
family used the house as a
hayloft. There are still
pieces of hay stuck to the
ceiling.
The Aldrich Family are
the only tenants to leave
behind photographs.
R.E. Aldrich died in
2006. She lived to be 93
years old.
Many of the descendants
of Monroe and R.E.
Aldrich are still living in
Bulloch County.

father plant seeds or reap the harvest.
To accommodate their growing family, Monroe moved
his wife and children to a larger home. He retained ownership
of this house and leased it to new tenants.
Monroe Aldrich died in 1958 after suffering a heart
attack. The ownership of the home went to his wife R.E.
Aldrich. Her family would live on the property sporadically
throughout the mid-twentieth century.

37

Notable artifacts
Conway-Boston Upright Piano circa 1925-1927
Brothers E. E. Conway and C. C. Conway took control of Hallet & Davis Piano
Company of Boston in 1905. The company mainly produced upright pianos and player pianos.
The company dissolved in 1927 (Roell, 83-84).
Pianos were mass produced by various companies during the nineteenth and twentieth
century. Companies such as Conway-Boston marketed towards middle class families. Pianos
became popular in rural areas because music was important an important part of family life. It
was a hobby, a source of entertainment, and a way for friends and family to socialize. Women
were expected to know how to play the piano because it helped attract suitors (Roell, 22-26).
During the Great Depression, music helped people cope with the financial crisis. In addition,
piano lessons became part of the curriculum of public schools during the 1930s and 1940s (246).
By the mid-twentieth century the ability to play the piano extended not just to women but to men
too (253). The piano became the symbol of high intellect and affluence.
References
Roell, Craig H. Piano in America, 1890-1940. Place of Publication Not Identified: Univ Of
North Carolina, 1991.
Afrana Sewing Machine circa 1910-1915
The Afrana Sewing Machine was produced by Biesolt & Locke, a German company
founded by Maximilian Biesolt Reinhold and Hermann Locke. The Afrana was produced from
the 1890s to the 1910s. The company went out of business in 1914 after a fire which destroyed
the factory (Siegfried Ettmann and Triumph Bicycle Museum).
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Sewing machines were sold though catalogues such as Sears-Roebuck or by salesmen.
Sears-Roebuck built their own sewing machine called the “Minnesota” in honor of their
factories’ location (Sears, Roebuck and Company, 670). However, they also sold other brands
under the “Minnesota” name. For example, the 1890s edition of the “Minnesota” sewing
machine borrowed elements from the New Home Sewing Machine (Law).
Companies like Biesolt & Locke used salesmen to advertise their machines. Salesmen
became an integral part of American consumerism during the early twentieth century. Unlike
retailers such as Sears-Roebuck, the salesmen built up a personal rapport with consumers.
Housewives would let salesmen into their homes so they could try out the newest sewing
machine (Palmer).
Sewing machines allowed women to create and repair garments faster. It would take
several days to complete one piece of clothing by hand. With the introduction of the sewing
machine, women could make a dress within a few hours. This meant that homemakers had more
time for leisure and to pursue hobbies such as music (Museum of American Heritage).
References
“Biesolt & Locke Sewing Machines.” Siegfried Ettmann and Triumph Bicycle Museum: History
of Siegfried Bettmann & Early Triumph Bicycles. February 17, 2015. Accessed April 28,
2019. https://triumphbicycles.wordpress.com/1888-biesolt-locke-sewing-machine/.
Law, Charels. "Sears Roebuck and Their Sewing Machines." International Sewing Machine
Collectors Society. Accessed April 28, 2019. http://ismacs.net/sears/sears.html.
“Illustrated Features of Our Minnesota.” Sears, Roebuck and Company, 1902, 1-1198. Accessed
April 28, 2019. https://archive.org/details/catalogueno11200sear/page/670.
Palmer, Alex. "How Singer Won the Sewing Machine War." Smithsonian.com. July 14, 2015.
Accessed April 28, 2019. https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/howsinger-won-sewing-machine-war-180955919/.
“Sewing Machines.” Wayback Machine: Museum of American Heritage. 2002. Accessed April
28,2019.https://web.archive.org/web/20080109065246/http://www.moah.org/exhibits/virt
ual/sewing.html.
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Trapp, Marco. "Biesolt & Locke." NeedleBar. June 10, 2012. Accessed April 28, 2019.
http://needlebar.org/nbwiki/index.php/Biesolt_&_Locke#Afrana.
Hand Crank Kellogg Telephone circa 1915-1930
The plain front telephones used local batteries which were charged by turning the crank.
Telephones became more prevalent in rural areas during the Great Depression due to President
Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal programs dedicated to building the Georgia’s infrastructure
(National Archives: Federal Register). By 1935, the Rural Electrification Administration (REA),
founded by Roosevelt, brought electricity to nine out of ten farms (Hadwiger, 221). Farmers
bought telephones as a way contacting doctors, ministers, or morticians. Phones were also a way
for famers to warn others about changes in the weather or to mobilize members of the
community to respond to an emergency (222).
References
Hadwiger, Don F., and Clay Cochran. "Rural Telephones in the United States." Agricultural
History 58, no. 3 (1984): 221-38. http://www.jstor.org/stable/3743076.
“Agencies - Rural Utilities Service.” National Archives:Federal Register. Accessed April 04,
2019. https://www.federalregister.gov/agencies/rural-utilities-service.
Wiggins, Pamela. “Identifying Antique Wall Telephones: A Guide to Help Recognize and Value
Old Phones.” The Spruce Crafts. February 06, 2019. Accessed April 04, 2019.
https://www.thesprucecrafts.com/identifying-antique-wall-telephones-149155.

Quilt Rack circa 1860-1900
During the nineteenth century, quilting became a way for women to socialize and work
on a hobby. Quilt racks one of the tools used in sewing quilts. The quilt was rolled onto one of
the bars of the frame and then the quilters would sew the bottom and the top of the quilt together.
Once that portion was done, they would roll the quilt and move on to the next section.
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References
Bbqtv. YouTube. July 25, 2007. Accessed April 04, 2019.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xe01HWWTO5w.
Present Day
In 1975, R.E. Aldrich donated the house to the Kiwanis Club to be part of the Heritage
Village. In exchange, the Kiwanis Club built the family a new barn. Heritage Village hosts a
wide variety of different historical buildings. I encourage everyone to go out and immerse
yourself in the history of Bulloch County. If anyone has any questions about the house or the
families, please visit our website at TheKiwanisAldrichHouse.com
Lead your tour out of the back of the house.
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APPENDIX C: EXIHIBIT TEXT
The Bland Family
In 1886, McCrone Bland built this house for his budding family. He and his family lived
here from 1886 to 1900. The family later moved to Brooklet and rented out the house from 19101947. After McCrone died, the ownership of the house went to his daughter, Naomi Bland
Mikell. Her husband Lee Roy Mikell sold the house to the Aldrich family after her death.

The Pendergrass Family
The Pendergrass family were occupants of the house from the mid-1920s to the early
1930s. They are the only recorded African American tenants to reside in the house. The head of
the family, Monday Pendergrass, worked as a laborer at a turpentine distillery in Bulloch
County.

The Aldrich Family
Monroe Aldrich bought the house in 1947. Monroe and his wife R.E. Aldrich lived in the
home with their six children. R.E. gave birth to three more children while living here, which
prompted Monroe to move his family to a bigger house. The Aldrich family retained ownership
of the house until 1975 when R.E. donated it to the Kiwanis Club.
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APPENDIX D: WEBSITE

Home Page

Page about the diseases and illnesses prevalent in Georgia during the late nineteenth and early
twentieth centuries
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Reference page
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APPENDIX E: INTERPRETIVE PLAN

ALDRICH HOUSE
INTERPRETIVE
FRAMEWORK
Alison. J. Darby
02/11/2019
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Introduction
The interpretive plan describes the current state of the Aldrich House’s rooms and
artifacts, as well as strategies to improve these areas. The interpretive plan will ensure that the
Aldrich House has clearly defined interpretive themes. The plan outline measures taken to
improve the public appeal of the house and its accessibility. Appealing to students and
educational institutions is the primary element of this project. Implementing the plan overtime
will help to increase community engagement and a sustainable future for the house.
Reinterpretation Process
Our ongoing mission during the reinterpretation process is to:
● Mission: To interpret and disseminate – through research and education knowledge about
everyday life for those living in Bulloch County during the late nineteenth and early
twentieth century.
● Vision: To broaden accessibility to the house for all local residents and have educational
resources for teachers and students accessible online.

History of Site
The Aldrich House was built in 1886 by McCrone G. “Dock” Bland in Bulloch County.
The house is one of the oldest farmhouses in Statesboro, Georgia. It serves as a reminder of how
tenant farmers and their families lived during the late nineteenth and early twentieth century. The
Bland family later sold the house to Monroe Aldrich. The Aldrich family lived in the house from
1947 until 1952, before moving into a larger home. In 1976, the Aldrich family sold the house to
the Kiwanis Club. The organization moved the house from its original location to the Kiwanis
Ogeechee Fairgrounds to be part of Heritage Village.
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The primary owners of the house, Bland family and later the Aldrich family rented out
the house throughout the nineteenth and twentieth century. Bland designed his home to follow
the traditional southeast style known as “dogtrot.” The design of the dogtrot style allowed air to
flow naturally through the home. Dogtrot houses are usually one-story buildings with four
rooms; two on each side of an open passage running through the house. The breeze would flow
through the passageway cooling the rest of the home. The Aldrich House is one of the few
dogtrot style houses which maintains the original layout and has not adopted electrical air
conditioning. Bland constructed the cabin using common components such as pine logs, a tin
roof, and sawn wood siding.
The Aldrich house is named after its last owner, Mrs. M.E. Aldrich. She and nine
children lived in the house from 1947 until 1952. She and her husband Monroe farmed the
Mikell property on Harville Road where they rented the cabin for a year before buying it. They
moved into the house with their six children in 1947. By 1952, Mrs. Aldrich would give birth to
three more children while living in the house. Though large families were not unheard of at the
time, the small log cabin was too small for their growing family. Monroe Aldrich made the
decision to buy the Anderson property in 1952 and move his wife and young children to a larger
home. The house’s layout remains unchanged.
Audience
The house is usually open during the week-long Kiwanis Ogeechee Fair in October. The
public who visit the house are mainly adults with young children or senior citizens. On average,
1,000 visitors pass through the house. Many do not know its full history or why it is located in
the fairgrounds. We seek to reach out to our audience by providing educational and engaging
resources through our website.
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We want our audience to have an enjoyable and educational experience. This means visitors
should:
•

Be able to enjoy the house with fellow visitors or enjoy the experience on their own.

•

Engage in friendly dialogue with docents.

•

Take away concepts from the Aldrich House for later discussions and reflections.

•

Be educated and entertained.

Background of the Project to Date
Before the restoration process, the amount of research done on the home was limited.
Visitors to the house did not have a tour guide or repository of information to tell them about the
history of the home. The only publication about the home for visitors to read was a guide written
by Dr. Brent Tharp, director of the Georgia Southern University Museum.
Restoration of the house began in 2017 after Hurricane Matthew damaged the roof. The
Kiwanis Club paid Republic Roofing to replace the tin roof. In addition, the Kiwanis club
installed a handicap entrance at the back of the house. Other buildings around the house also
underwent restoration, though none of them were part of the original homestead
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Fig.1. New tin roof

Fig.2. New handicap ramp
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Fig.3. Panel in kitchen

The inside paneling in the kitchen is pulling away from the wall and must eventually be
replaced. The ceiling of the kitchen is also slowly caving in. The complete restoration of the
cabin is an ongoing process.

Fig.4. Ceiling of kitchen
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Staging the Rooms
The current staging of the rooms does not offer any specific historical interpretation. The
artifacts in the rooms are donations from members of the Kiwanis Club.
Current Staging.: Hallway

Fig. 5 Great Wheel
The spinning wheel was relocated into the hallway. According to historical records, women
would move their spinning wheels into the hallway to work because it was the coolest place in the home.
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Living Room/ Parlor-Aldrich Family (1940-1950)
The living room underwent the most change. Several pieces of furniture which did not fit
into the historical narrative of the room were moved into storage.

Fig. 6 Quilting frame in living room
The quilt frame is a recent addition to the home. It was donated by a Kiwanis Club
member. The frame was used for quilting.
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Fig. 7 Writing desk with spelling cards

Fig. 8 Conway-Boston Piano
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The piano suffered from damage from pests and weathering. Moving it from its current
location was impossible. We incorporated it into the history of the Aldrich family and put its
history into the docent script. We also kept the sewing machine in the room since it fit in with the
historical period of the Aldrich families history.
Bedroom-Bland Family (1880-1900)
The bedroom experienced the least amount of change. We moved children’s furniture into
the room to represent the Bland family’s two children.

Fig. 9 Bland’s Bedroom containing an infant’s cot and children’s walker
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Fig. 10 Sewing Machine and baby cot
We also kept the sewing machine within the room. The machine represents Elizabeth
Bland’s job as a homemaker.
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Kitchen- TBD

Fig. 11 Kitchen
The kitchen contains the most artifacts in the home. The Kiwanis Aldrich House
committee hopes to engage another graduate assistant to catalogue and research the artifacts and
develop a historical narrative.
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Dining Room- Pendergrass Family (1920-1930)

Fig. 12 Dining Room.
We added more artifacts into the kitchen such as the butter churn and the hide seat chairs.
These artifacts would have been used by the members of the Pendergrass family in their daily
lives.
Each room in the house will represent a specific time period and family.
● Living Room/Parlor: The living room will represent the Aldrich family and the late
1940s and 1950s
● Bedroom: The bedroom will represent the Bland family and cover the late 1890s to the
1900s
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● Kitchen: The kitchen will be neutral ground displaying the different appliances
throughout the Early twentieth century
● Dining Room: This room will represent the Pendergrass family and cover the 1920s1930s
Website and online resources
Through online access to historical and educational materials we will connect the history
of Statesboro and Bulloch County to the Aldrich House. The collection of the artifacts will be
put online for educational use. Building upon the key historical milestones and issues that the
Aldrich House has documented through its collection and website, we will reach out to our
audience by:
❖ Engaging our county’s diverse population and encouraging them to share their stories

about the history of Bulloch County
❖ Operating where history can be found and used to teach its relevance to all ages
❖ Building strong relationships with other complementary historical and educational

organizations
❖ Providing lesson plans for middle school teachers to use to teach history according to the

Georgia Standards of Excellence
❖ Digital access to the house’s collection of artifact

Desired Outcomes
In order to build deep scholastic appreciation for Bulloch County history, the Aldrich
House will provide an online resource of collections and documents where teachers and students
can access the tangible evidence of the past understand the actual as well as the intended
consequences of ideas and actions. The resources will help them:
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❖ Understand the importance of the house and its place in Bulloch County history
❖ To organize dates and understand the causes and effects of events in history
❖ Teach students how to interpret articles and primary sources
❖ Access data on different artifacts in the home and teach students on how to interpret
artifacts
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APPENDIX F: ALDRICH HOUSE BROCHURE
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APPENDIX G: LETTER TO BULLOCH COUNTY PRINCIPALS
My name is Alison Darby, and I am a graduate student at GSU in the History Department. For
my thesis project, I developed a historical narrative, website, and lesson plan for the Kiwanis Aldrich
House Museum. The museum is open for tours every year during the Ogeechee Kiwanis Fair. I
developed a lesson plan about the house and its history based on the 8th grade Social Studies Georgia
Performance Standards. The topic is Reconstruction and The New South. Please feel free to access the
website that includes the lesson plan and share it as a teacher resource on your website. The website is
TheKiwanisAldrichHouse.com.

Thank you,
Alison Darby
Georgia Southern University Graduate Student
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APPENDIX H: LETTER FROM SUPERVISOR
May 1, 2019
Dr. Michael Van Wagenen
Department of History
Georgia Southern University
P.O. Box 8054
Statesboro, GA 30460-8054
Dear Dr. Van Wagenen:

Working with Alison Darby through the Internship Program at GSU has be an enjoyable and
educational experience.
I have seen a lot of growth in Alison from the beginning of her internship to the present. Alison
has made great strides in several noticeable areas. One of the main areas so apparent to me is a
personal one. Alison has grown in self-confidence. Initially she seemed to be unsure of herself
and of her ability to tackle and complete the requirements of her internship assignment. As she
began working and sharing her research, I could see confidence and excitement building as she
shared her research and findings. Now at the completion of her internship, I see in Alison
complete confidence and pride in her accomplishments. Her personal growth and progress has
been a wonderful thing for me to witness and I appreciate having had the opportunity.
In my opinion the quality of her project is exceptional. I am astonished at the information Alison
has collected compared to that I was able to gather. She has more than ample research skills
along with the ability to visualize how to best incorporate her findings into the project. I am not
sure Alison realizes how much the results of her research mean to those of us interested in the
history and preservation of the Aldrich House. I have been amazed with the facts and pictures
she has collected. As I see it, she has initiated a collection of work on the House that is
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foundational to further research and development of archives. Her ability to blend her findings
with those I had previously found and put organization to them is invaluable to me and definitely
will be to the next intern. She has set a precedent for the preservation and additional archival
history of the Aldrich House.
Another contribution she has made is to increase the knowledge of and the sense of historical
value of the Aldrich House. After the House was donated to the Kiwanis Club of Statesboro,
some of the members worked to set up and show the House during the Fair. When I was asked
to work with the House a few years ago, I was shocked upon entering the House for the first
time. There was no organization to the contents and the only history I could find was that on the
plaque in the House. I have worked to make changes and gather as much history as possible. I
did not have access to historical records needed. This is one of the many reasons I find her
research so valuable. I have personally learned many useful and interesting facts from Alison's
research. Due to her efforts, many of the Kiwanis members are beginning to appreciate the
House and its historical value to this area of the State.

I do not feel that I had to supervise Alison a great amount. She was self-motivated to achieve the
best results possible and she did. I am more than satisfied with the work Alison has completed. I
truly believe her work will assure the Aldrich House will be there in the future for the public to
enjoy. It has been a privilege to work with her. I only wish I could keep her!
Sincerely,
Connie T. Saunders
Coordinator for the Aldrich House
Kiwanis Club of Statesboro
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